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SUBJECT: DOCTORS VS THE FMG 

REF: LAGOS 5598 

1 . AT THE PRESENT TIME, NIGERIAN MEDICAL DOCTORS FIND 
THEMSELVES IN A STATE OF SMOLDERING CONFRONTATION WITH 
THE FMG ON THE BASIS OF THREE SEPARATE ISSUES: 

-THE PRIVATE PRACTICE DECREE. EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE 
FMG PROMULGATED A DECREE, EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, BANNING THE 
PRIVATE PRACTICE OF DOCTORS EMPLOYED IN GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS. THE DECREE ALSO PROHIBITS DOCTORS WITH 
LESS THAN FIVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE FROM GOING INTO 
PRIVATE PRACTICE. MOST DIRECTLY AFFECTED ARE DOCTORS 
EMPLOYED IN UNIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITALS WHO DERIVE A 
CONSIDERABLE PORTION OF THEIR INCOME FROM TREATING 
PRIVATE PATIENTS ON THE SIDE. (THE DECREE ALSO AFFECTS 
OTHER GOVERNMENT EMPLOYED PROFESSIONALS SUCH AS LAWYERS; 
HOWEVER, DOCTORS HAVE BEEN THE MOST VOCIFEROUS IN THEIR 
OPPOSITION.) 

-TAX RECEIPTS. IN AN ACTION AIMED AT TAX EVASION, THE 

FMG ALSO RECTNTLY DECREED THAT GOVERNMENT-OWNED HOSPITALS 
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COULD DEMAND THAT PATIENTS PRODUCE INCOME TAX RECEIPTS 
BEFORE BEING ADMITTED. 

-REVISION OF SALARY GRADES AND CAREER STRUCTURES FOR 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL EMPLOYED BY THE CIVIL SERVICE. 

DOCTORS AND CERTAIN PARAMEDICAL PERSONNEL INCLUDING 
RADIOGRAPHERS, DENTAL TECHNICIANS AND PHYSICAL THEAPHISTS 
WILL ENTER THE SERVICE AT LOWER GRADES THAN HAD PREVIOUSLY 
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BEEN THE CASE. 

2. COMMENT: THE LOGIC BEHIND ALL THREE ACTIONS BY THE FMG 
IS THE CURRENT FINANCIAL CRUNCH: HOWEVER, THEY HAVE 
GENERATED SERIOUS CONTROVERSY WITH THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 
IN APRIL, THE NIGERAIN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (NAM) ASKED 
ALL DOCTORS TO ABIDE BY THE PRIVATE PRACTICE DECREE WHILE 
NEVERTHELESS EXPRESSING DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER IT WAS 
IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE NIGERIAN PEOPLE CONSIDERING 
THE LOW DOCTOR/PATIENT RATION IN THE COUNTRY. OUR FACULTY 
CONTACTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS (UNILAG) TELL US THAT 
THE DECREE HAS PRODUCED GREAT BITTERNESS AMONG DOCTORS AT 
THE MEDICAL SCHOOL WHO CLAIM THEY NEED TO TREAT OUSIDE 
PATIENTS TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES FINANCIALLY. THERE ARE 
RUMORS OF MASS RESIGNATIONS BY UNILAG DOCTORS UNLESS 
THE DECREE IS REVOKED OR MODIFIED BY JUNE 1 . WE 
UNDERSTAND FURTHER THAT THE TAX RECEIPT REQUIREMENT 
IS NO GENERALLY BEING APPLIED IN HOSPITALS. ACCORDING 
TO PRESS REPORTS, A NUMBER OF STATES HAVE SAID THEY WILL 
NOT ENFORCE THE REQUIREMENT. ALL THREE PROBLEMS WERE THE 
SUBJECT OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NAM HELD IN BENIN CITY 
LAST WEEK. 
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